Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D.
December 4, 1923 - March 6, 2020

Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D., age 96, entered into eternal rest on March 6, 2020, at his
home in Neligh, Nebraska. Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, March
11, 2020, at St. Francis of Catholic Church in Neligh, Nebraska, with Father Pat Nields
officiating. Visitation will be from 5:00 o'clock to 7:00 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, March 10,
2020, at St. Francis of Assissi Catholic Church in Neligh, with a wake service and rosary
at 7:00 p.m. Burial will be at Laurel Hill Cemetery in Neligh, with Military Rights conducted
by Neligh American Legion Post #172 and VFW #5287. Beyer Snider Memorial Funeral
Home is handling arrangements. Condolences may be directed to the family at
www.beyersnidermemorialfh.com
Per Dwaine's wishes, in lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Elgin Pope John
XXIII Central Catholic High School or to St. Francis Catholic Church in Neligh, Nebraska.

Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D. was born on December 4, 1923, in rural Cheyenne County,
Nebraska, and grew up on the family farm. He attended Sidney St. Patrick's Academy,
graduating from the Class of 1940 as salutatorian at 16 years of age. Thereafter, he
attended the University of Nebraska, Miami University at Oxford, Ohio, and received his
Bachelor of Science in Medicine from Creighton University in 1946. In 1948 he graduated
from Creighton University with a Doctor of Medicine degree, and in 1953 received his
Master of Science in Surgery from Creighton University.
After high school, he worked for two years as a partsman with International Harvester, and
then enlisted in the United States Navy. He was called in for active duty in 1943. He
received his training at Farragut Naval Training Station near Sandpoint, Idaho, and served
three stints of active duty from January 7, 1943, to December of 1945, September 1948 to
June 1950; and July 1, 1953, to June 30, 1954. He ultimately resigned his commission as
a Lieutenant in the United States Naval Reserve in April of 1959 to devote full-time to his
busy medical practice.
In June of 1955, Dr. Peetz moved his family to Neligh, Nebraska, where he opened his

family medical practice. On August 1, 1972 he was united in marriage to Carmen
Kreivenas. He performed general, orthopedic, colon, and ob-gyn surgeries throughout
North Central and Northeast Nebraska until his retirement in 2001. He was a member of
the teaching faculty at Creighton University, member and past president of the Nebraska
Medical Association, a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, a member of the
American Medical Association, Alpha Omega Alpha Fraternity Honors Society, and a
member of the Flying Physicians Association. Dr. Peetz was a World War II veteran, and
had a consistent 64 year membership with the American Legion Post No. 172. He enjoyed
golfing, traveling, and flying hours as a command seat pilot. He obtained his private pilot's
license in 1957, owning multiple aircraft over the years, which he used in his medical
practice and personal travels. However, his greatest passion and enjoyment came from
practicing medicine, treating his patients, and enjoying the comradery of many capable
and hard-working Nebraska physicians throughout Northeast Nebraska.
Dr. Peetz was instrumental in the planning, development, and building of Elgin Pope John
XXIII Central Catholic High School, and continued to support them throughout his life.
He is survived by his wife, Carmen; children, Susan (Delbert) Ames, Dwaine (Cathy)
Peetz Jr., Forrest "Frosty" (Melanie) Peetz, Thomas (Carolyn) Peetz, Mary Candace
Pelster, Kristi (Gerald) Zimmer, Stephanie (David) Scott, and Katie (Mike) Thiele; 27
grandchildren, 10 step grandchildren, 44 great grandchildren; sisters, Rose Thomas and
Elaine Glanz, sister-in-law Betty Peetz; many nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Preceding him in death were his son, Michael (Joni) Peetz; grandson, Jesse Peetz; his
parents, Frank and Bertha Peetz; brother, Burgett Peetz; sister and brother-in-law, Gloria
and Eugene Bonkewicz; brothers-in-law, LaVern Thomas and Harold Glanz; as well as his
first wife, Mildred Bauman.
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Neligh, NE, US, 68756

Comments

“

To Carmen and the Peetz family,
Please accept my deepest sympathy. Dr. Peetz was a very kind, intelligent and giving
man. He was a special part of my family (Cyril Pelster family), providing us with such
good medical care and advise over the years. He will be missed by so many. May
God Bless Dr. Peetz and his family.
Joan Pelster Harmon

Joan M Harmon - March 15 at 12:20 PM

“

Dr. Peetz was one of my dad's very best friends ever. Dad even tried to get him to
stay in Omaha and go into practice with him but the love and dedication he had for
the people in his home area was too strong. They remained dear friends always. My
parents shared their lives -- medicine, travel, weddings, good times and not so good
times with the Peetz family -- and hopefully their spirits will continue on together. Oh,
the stories !!! May God bless Dr. Peetz, a truly amazing man in so many ways, and
God bless the Peetz family.
With love, Marv and Julie Christensen Giannangelo

Julie Giannangelo - March 12 at 10:59 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with all the family. What a long full life he lived, and what a
legacy he left with his children. Dr. Peetz was a dedicated and caring physician.
Our sympathy,
Dennis and Roxanne Salyers Ryan

Dennis & Roxanne Ryan - March 11 at 06:54 PM

“

My father was a generous and caring man. Thank you for the boat ride to Hawaii on
the USS Nereus, The two trips to Disneyland, the plane ride to Mexico City, the two
week stay at Yellowstone national Park in 1965, deep sea fishing out of San
Francisco Bay, casting my broken arm, Flying me to college in Tucson Arizona only
to do it again 32 years later for my son Jacob, And four introducing me to the Bay
club at Waikoloa Beach big Island of Hawaii!

Frosty Peetz - March 11 at 05:54 PM

“

I was a Methodist nursing student in the fall of '76 and was fortunate to have some
great memories of Dr Peetz, like flying in his plane to one of the community hospitals
to "assist" him with surgeries. I was probably more in his way than not, but he made
me feel like I was helping him. He was always kind to his patients and hospital staff,
unlike some of the surgeons I observed in Omaha back then. One of my fondest
memories was being at a restaurant lounge with another nursing student. We were
there with Dr Peetz and 2 or 3 other physicians from around the area. I wish I could
remember some of the stories being told by those gentlemen, I just remember
laughing and looking around at them and feeling blessed to be there. I'm sure he's up
in Heaven now, reminiscing with a few of them again.
Colette (Cerny) Stoltenberg, 1977

COLETTE STOLTENBERG - March 11 at 03:00 PM

“

Andy and Tricia Beyer and family send their deepest sympathies to the entire Peetz
family. Doc was one of a kind. I will miss him. RIP Dr. Peetz and may perpetual light
shine upon you.

Andy Beyer - March 10 at 06:23 PM

“

Andy Beyer lit a candle in memory of Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D.

Andy Beyer - March 10 at 06:19 PM

“

Bob and Sharlene Wilson purchased the Love's Embrace Roses – White for the
family of Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D..

Bob and Sharlene Wilson - March 10 at 01:02 PM

“

Dear Carmen and family,
You have our deepest sympathy. Dr. Peetz was an outstanding physician and
surgeon.
He was a huge asset to the town of Neligh and the people of North Central and
Northeast Nebraska. His absence leaves a large void.
We recall many enjoyable birthday parities and other celebrations with Dr. Peetz, his
family, and friends.
May God give you strength during this trying time.
With sympathy,
Dr. and Sondra Feidler

Dr. and Sondra Feidler - March 10 at 10:29 AM

“

White (Large) Sympathy Vase Arrangement was purchased for the family of Dr.
Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D..

March 09 at 09:58 PM

“

I’ll never forget the time I had the opportunity to assist Dr Peetz with a hysterectomy
in Neligh. It was an elective case and we started at 5. In the morning!! I can
confidently say our time will never see another surgeon with the passion, dedication,
and work ethic as possessed by Dr Peetz. My condolences to Susie, Carmen, and
the rest of his family.
God Bless,
Dr Tom Beutler

tom beutler - March 09 at 07:56 PM

“

On behalf of the Tollefson family our thoughts and prayers are with all of you at this
time of loss. Dr. Peetz was a wonderful surgeon and physician. Tollie and Carol met
him in heaven and got caught up and shared a Jack and Water.
Maureen Tollefson Cavanaugh

Gretchen Tollefson
Christine Tollefson Johnson
Richard Tollefson
Maureen A Cavanaugh - March 09 at 05:46 PM

“

Dr. Peetz was from my home town of Sidney Ne. I also graduated from St. Patrick's
High School there. Dr. Peetz delivered 3 of my children by c-section in O'Neill. He
was a great surgeon. I was awake during the whole procedure and when he found
out who I was he joked about my Aunt who was a class mate of his and had the
whole room laughing hysterically.
He was a wonderful Dr. and surgeon. RIP Dr. Peetz.

Rose Keller - March 09 at 01:32 PM

“

Carole (Ames) LANG sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D.

Carole (Ames) LANG - March 09 at 12:36 PM

“

Multicolor Bright Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Dr. Dwaine
J. Peetz Sr., M.D..

March 09 at 09:52 AM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr.,
M.D..

March 08 at 12:15 PM

“

Dr. Peetz was a very special person in my life. He had just come to Neligh, his family
was still in Omaha, when I arrived in the ER with a severe fracture in my right elbow.
He called a Specialist from Omaha and I was told I was his first patient. He told my
parents I may never have joint movement of my arm but he made it nearly perfect! I
worked in the Kitchen at the Hospital and eventually as a Nurse's Aid while I went to
Nursing School. He would let me fly with him to observe surgeries so as a pilot and
surgeon, he had my utmost respect. My thoughts and prayers are with all of his
family. Mary Ellen Moser Lacy

Mary Ellen Lacy - March 08 at 12:14 PM

“

I recall Dr Peetz from my days at Osmond General Hospital. As a young nurse back in the
late 1960's I was asked to work in the surgery department. A new experience for me & Dr
Peetz was so willing to teach me. In the 1980's we had moved to Wayne, Ne and I again
worked in surgery. A great surgeon & a wonderful man!! With fond memories! Lois
Herbolsheimer Polt
Lois Herbolsheimer Polt - March 08 at 03:18 PM

“

Doc was a renowned doctor over a wide area. He treated our family many times and
was very sympathetic when we lost Ray! May he rest in peace!

Jenelda Heithoff Dittrich - March 08 at 10:47 AM

“

Our deepest condolences to all families of Doc.. He was a good man and gave life to
such wonderful children, that will live on his legacy.
Thinking of you all and in our prayers.
Rest In Peace,
Ken & Becky Chohon

Becky - March 07 at 08:54 PM

“

With love from Daiva Dambrauskas & Peter Clapp purchased the Healing Tears Blue and White for the family of Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., M.D..

With love from Daiva Dambrauskas & Peter Clapp - March 07 at 06:34 PM

“

I have such fond memories of growing up with all of the Peetz kids, as well as
teaching both Stephanie and Katie! I extend my deepest sympathy to all! Dr Peetz
was a fine physician/surgeon and healthcare leader in Antelope County: Antelope
County Hospital will continue to stand as a reminder to all of his great work! May he
Rest In Peace.

Barbara Bkack - March 07 at 06:10 PM

“

“

Barb (White) Black - not Bkack
Barbara Black - March 07 at 06:12 PM

I cherished the years I worked with Dr. Peetz at Osmond General Hospital for 9
years. Thoughts of sympathy to the family, a great man to know.
Stella NE

Jackie Uhri - March 07 at 04:36 PM

“

I was a Senior Nursing Student & had a long leave between clinical rotations so I
worked @ the Osmond Hospital during this time. Dr. Peetz did a C- section &
allowed me to hold a retractor so I could see everything. He had talked nonstop &
joked a lot, but he was a great teacher in that moment. That was over 45 years ago &
I've never forgotten the experience. Rest in peace, Dr. Peetz.

Pam Uhlir - March 07 at 03:29 PM

“

What a wonderful doctor he was. He delivered most of my siblings and myself and
also delivered my daughter. In 1974 he did an appendicitis operation on me and I've
had many other doctors comment on my tiny scar. The world lost a great man.
Lori Schrunk Graybill

Lori Graybill - March 07 at 02:27 PM

“

What a great man and doctor! He delivered both of my children! And so glad it was
him and his team! I will never forget him! So sorry for your loss Katie, Susie and the
whole family! Love and prayers!

Linda Miller Thompson - March 07 at 01:39 PM

“

A big part of my life gone right here. Dr. Peetz delivered all 4 of my children. He was
a straight forward doctor. Always was stern but meant well. RIP Dr. Peetz

Donna Hanson - March 07 at 01:03 PM

“

I worked with Dr. Peetz many years and he was an amazing surgeon, may the Lord
wrap His arms around his family and shower them with His grace and mercy! My
thoughts and prayers.
Connie Mosel

Connie Mosel - March 07 at 12:42 PM

“

I had the honor of working with Doctor for twenty years. He took great pride in caring
for his patients and their families. He was the paragon of the country doctor. I am sad
to see him pass, but he left me with great memories, Thank you Dr.Peetz. Jim Dredla
CRNA. Yankton,SD

Jim Dredla - March 07 at 12:35 PM

“

Doc was a life saver for my family back in the 50’s and up through the late 80’s. My
fond memories started when I was 10 in Neligh Hospitial under Doctor Peetz’s care.
Always a gentle, kind and intelligent person! Loved his cowboy boots he wore in his
practice. He will be missed and remembered in this heart.
Sorry for your loss ,
Jigs

Jigs Gallagher Kibler - March 07 at 11:22 AM

“

Frosty and Melanie: Saw the obit in the World Herald. You have our deepest sympathy and
prayers. He was a great man. God bless and keep you.
Brad and Bernie Hansen, Columbus, NE
brad hansen - March 10 at 07:38 PM

