Omer James Hoffman
August 2, 1921 - November 26, 2018

Funeral Services for Omer J. Hoffman, age 97, of Clearwater, NE, were 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, December 1, 2018, at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church in Clearwater, NE with
Father John Norman and Father James Kramper, Officiating. Music was provided by Carol
Thiele and St. Theresa’s Choir. Burial was at St. Theresa’s Catholic Cemetery. Pallbearers
were Mara Troup, Nicholas Hoffman, Patrick Hoffman, Mendie Welu, Alexandra Vogt, and
Dimitry Troup. Honorary Pallbearers were Bryce Barr, Shane Krebs, Marvin Domina, John
Knievel, Steve Brune, Tom Hruza, John Mlnarik, and Frank Morrison. Visitation was 5:00
to 7:00 p.m. Friday, November 30, 2018 at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church and Wake at
7:00 p.m. Omer passed away Monday, November 26, 2018 at his home. Snider Memorial
Funeral Home is handling arrangements.

Memorials may be directed to Clearwater Fire and Rescue and Antelope Memorial
Hospital.

Omer James Hoffman was born to Victor and Mayme (Kandyba) Hoffman at Neligh,
Nebraska on August 2, 1921. He attended country school and graduated from Neligh High
School with the Class of 1939. On June 20, 1946 he married his life partner Joan
(Albright) Hoffman in Colorado. To this union a daughter, Mary Hollis (Holly) and son,
Gregory were born. He spent the next 80 years nurturing, stewarding, and loving the land
known as Lazy Horseshoe Ranch, in the Elkhorn Valley of Antelope County Nebraska.
From nearly a fenceless desert, Omer transformed the land into a productive and beautiful
grassland. Fiercely independent, he weathered multiple storms, pulled many a calf and
calmed dozens of would-be broncs.
Along with managing a cow-calf herd, he was one of the irrigation pioneers of Northeast
Nebraska, selling Valley Irrigation systems for Mid Nebraska Irrigation for twenty years. He
was a member of the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association, Lions Club, Knights of

Columbus, Board of Directors at NNTC and St. Theresa’s Catholic Church. He enjoyed
family, soil and water preservation, fishing, hunting and politics.
Survived by his wife, Joan. Daughter, Mary Hollis (Holly) of Clearwater, NE and son
Gregory and Mary Jo Hoffman of Sioux City, IA. Six grandchildren, Dimitry and Justine
Troup; Alexandra and Carsten Vogt all of Germany; Mendie Jo and Jordon Welu of
Boston, MA; Patrick and Cathy Garst-Hoffman of Bozeman, MT; Nicholas and Brittany
Hoffman of Ord, NE; Mara Troup of Chicago, IL; and six great grandchildren.
Preceded in death by his parents. Brothers, Joseph and Nora Hoffman, Edward and
Evelyn Hoffman, Robert and Cynthia Hoffman, Fredrick and Helen Hoffman, Raymond
and Anne Hoffman, and Leonard and Marie Hoffman.
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Comments

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family.
Deanna (Clarkson) Hagberg

Deanna Hagberg - December 10, 2018 at 09:52 AM

“

Dear Joanie & All your family: I can rarely think of you or see you that I don't think of
my dear own mother, Phyllis (Savidge) Bartak. And, that's the first thing that you said
to me at your dear Omer's Rosary Service; "Oh, you are Phyllis' daughter" & I
proudly said I was! We discussed what a lovely tribute she'd have written for him,
too.You were great friends! What a great man Omer was & how much we'll miss him!
Peace & Love to you, Dear.

Robert & Judy Eggerling - December 01, 2018 at 12:19 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy and prayers to the family.
Sincerely,
Dennis & Roxanne Ryan

Dennis & Roxie Ryan - December 01, 2018 at 06:21 AM

“

I am so grateful to have been born into the HOFFMAN family. Some of my strongest
youth memories are of Omer family and my father(Ray) getting together for summer
visit. For my brother(Ken) and I, it was a time to play in nature unlike anything we
experienced in the city. Omer saddled me up for my first horseback ride (WOW),my
first milk-a-cow experience and my first chase a pig in coral. Fishing for snapping
turtles was pretty cool too.
My wife(Susie) and I were blessed to have visited Omer, Joan, and Greg in October
of this year. His smile, calmness, and stature were ever present. He was so proud of
his 60 years on the telephone board and we learned the history from hand crank
telephone to current fiber optics. We also took a tour on his new ATV of the cattle
pasture. We learned about raising cattle as we looked one in the eye. Omer also
talked about the blowing winds and how the sand ridges change and shift. We were
sitting next to a man who truly loved the land and found much happiness and peace
in nature. Omer was a very special uncle.
Matthew 24:31 “ And he will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”

john hoffman - November 30, 2018 at 04:16 PM

“

Cherished Memories - All White was purchased for the family of Omer James
Hoffman.

November 29, 2018 at 08:32 PM

“

The John Hoffman Family purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket for
the family of Omer James Hoffman.

The John Hoffman Family - November 29, 2018 at 05:17 PM

“

Serene Green Bouquet For Sympathy was purchased for the family of Omer
James Hoffman.

November 29, 2018 at 05:22 AM

“

Simply Lily was purchased for the family of Omer James Hoffman.

November 28, 2018 at 05:45 AM

“

Today is a day that the Lord has made. Today is a day full of heartache because
yesterday we learned we had to let go of a man who filled our hearts with so much
more than just memories. Today is filled with great sorrow and pain, yet,…… it is
through this sorrow and pain that we come to understand the value of relationships.
Relationships are the very meaning and purpose for life and for living.
Omer, the man who wore so many different hats and filled so many different roles in
this life. He was indeed an extraordinary man because he exemplified the meaning
and purpose for life and living. Do you see it? To Omer, every face had a name! If we
were to attempt to count them all, we may very well find it taking an eternity in
arriving at the last one on the list! To me, Omer was my uncle. A rancher in the sand.
When my world was falling apart, Omer taught me what the virtue of a man should
look like. Omer was not perfect and he would be the first to tell you so but to me, he
was closer to that mark than almost any one I have ever known. His soft gentle spirit,
on very rare occasions could turn into a strong summer storm! But even storms serve
a purpose to give drink to a dry and thirsty land!
Each one of us knows Omer from a completely different perspective. He, indeed
brought great meaning and purpose into life, and he taught us that life was indeed for
living.
My family wishes to express our deepest sympathies to the Hoffman family, Auntie
Jo, Holly, Greg and all the grandchildren. He was truly a remarkable man. I can see
that his kind, gentle and compassionate ways will live on through all of you. How
blessed we were to share life and living with Omer Hoffman.

Bob Stevens - November 27, 2018 at 07:54 AM

“

I worked at the Valley Irrigation Office in Neligh in the summer of 1970. Omar was
working in the sales end of the business. I remember him as kind and helpful to this
new kid in the office. My condolences to Joan, and all of the family.
Lin Brummels

Lin Brummels - November 27, 2018 at 06:35 AM

