Ronald Lee Helmer
September 1, 1927 - May 29, 2018

Private family Celebration of Life and Inurnment for Ronald Helmer age 90, of Neligh will
be held Tuesday, June 5, 2018 and inurnment at Laurel Hill Cemetery. Public visitation will
be 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Monday, June 4, 2018, at Beyer Snider Memorial Funeral Home in
Neligh with family present from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Ron passed away Tuesday, May 29,
2018 at Neligh Care and Rehabilitation Neligh. Beyer Snider Memorial is handling the
arrangements. Condolences may be directed to the family at
www.beyersnidermemorialfh.com

Ronald Lee Helmer was born on September 1, 1927, to Jake and Nettie (Spjut) Helmer,
graduated from Royal High School, and immediately entered the Seabees, serving in the
south Pacific. Upon his return, became engaged and married Lois (Mickey) McDaniel and
the two celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary on December 27, 2017.
After a short stint in farming, he entered into construction, eventually forming Helmer’s
Home Improvement Construction Company, designing, building and remodeling homes in
Neligh and the surrounding area. He and his wife then purchased Binkerd’s Furniture, and
for the next twenty years worked side by side in Helmer’s Home Furnishings until their
retirement in the mid 1990’s.
Next to spending time with his family, Ronald was a passionate fisherman, fishing the
lakes throughout the United States and Canada. He also enjoyed working in his lawn, his
poker club, golf, writing, painting, sculpting, singing, and his tie spent dancing and
traveling with his soul mate Mickey. He served on the Neligh Volunteer Fire Department,
the United Methodist Church Council, and Neligh Jaycees, and was a three term elected
city councilman where he served as president all three terms. He was a lifetime member
of the Neligh Legion.
Ronald is survived by his wife, daughters Vicki (Gary) Cotton of Morrill, Nebraska and
Cheri (Roger) Helmer-Reinsche of Omaha, Nebraska. Three grandchildren, Michelle

Cotton Harriger and finance Troy Eisenhauer of West Point, Nicole Cotton Talavat (Chris)
of Kearney, Bob Cotton and special friend Clay Obrigewitch of Merri Island, Florida, eight
great grandchildren, one great great grandchild, brother-in-law Lon (Audrey) McDaniel of
Alamogordo, New Mexico, Larry (Gwen) McDaniel of Titusville, Florida, sister-in-laws
Mayra Helmer of Fairbanks, Alaska, Helen McDaniel of Denver, Colorado, nieces and
nephews, and host of friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, in-laws Leonard and Blanche McDaniel,
brother-in-law Lloyd McDaniel, and siblings, Clara Helmer-Danielson, Danny Helmer, Terry
Helmer, and nephew Johnny Helmer.
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04:00PM - 08:00PM

Beyer Snider Memorial Funeral Home
602 M Street, Neligh, NE, US, 68756

Comments

“

My Dad thought the world of Ron. After Dad passed away on August 4, 2017 Ron
was one of the first people I called. Dad and Ron enlisted in the Navy together
towards the end of WW2. Hopefully they are together once again. Sincerely, the
family of Glen Carver.

Galen Carver - June 14, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

Ron will be missed as a neighbor and friend and fellow veteran. He always had a
kind word for us and showed interest in our lives. The other Ron and Lois.

Ron Marshall - June 05, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

My sincere thoughts and prayers are with you Micki, Vicki, Sherri and family. Ron
was always a gentleman, kind and caring and loved by all who knew him. God bless
each one of you.

Janet Baker - June 03, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family of Ron Helmer. I will remember him fondly as a
classy gentleman with a kind smile and a good heart. He loved his family beyond
measure and he was an example to all of the best of Neligh! May he Rest In Peace
and fond memories comfort his family and friends.

Barb Black - June 02, 2018 at 07:19 PM

“

RIP Uncle Ron - You will be missed - and remembered.

VERNON DANIELSON - June 02, 2018 at 11:42 AM

“

Nancy, Brenda, Jen and Susan purchased the Floor Plant for Sympathy for the family
of Ronald Lee Helmer.

Nancy, Brenda, Jen and Susan - June 01, 2018 at 08:00 PM

“

My sympathy to Micki and family. I remember Ron with fondness. My former
husband, Harry, treasured the fishing trip he took with Ron many years ago. May you
have comfort when remembering Ron with love and respect for the truly good life he
led.
Jackee Thomsen Brock

Jackee Thomsen Brock - June 01, 2018 at 06:29 PM

“

Nancy, Brenda, Jen and Susan purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family of
Ronald Lee Helmer.

Nancy, Brenda, Jen and Susan - June 01, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy and caring prayers to the family of Ron.

Dennis and Roxanne Salyers Ryan - June 01, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy to Ron's family as you share the memories and celebrate the
life of a fine man. We were fortunate to get to know Ron during the Cheri Helmer
years in Seward. We always enjoyed our conversations and his support of the
programs Cheri developed in Seward. He was indeed a man of integrity and so
proud of his family. Our thoughts and prayers will remain with all of you as you
celebrate the life of a man of the "Greatest Generation". May your precious
memories bring you comfort and peace.

Our sympathy and friendship--Greg and Dixie Zabka
Seward, NE
Dixie Zabka - May 31, 2018 at 09:36 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Mickey, Vicki, Cheri and families. Roger and
Diana (Hughes) Beed

Diana and Roger Beed - May 31, 2018 at 08:01 PM

“

My thoughts & prayers are with Mickey, the girls & their families as they grieve the
loss of a wonderful & caring husband, father, grandfather & friend. Ron will be
missed by many and remembered for his integrity & kindness throughout his life. May
he rest in peace

Jackie Busshardt Dekker - May 31, 2018 at 07:06 PM

“

The other partner from the “Sunshine Bottom Boys” is now gone. A legacy forever
written in memories now. Our condolences to the Helmer family. We like the thought
that Ron and my dad Earl are fishing again somewhere in the heavenly waters. Ron
was kind to my parents when they moved to Neligh; we were forever grateful for his
kndnesses. May he rest in peace.

Brian and Gloria Christiansen - May 31, 2018 at 03:06 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy to the Family. He and my dad, Earl shared a great friendship.
They had 5he upmost respect for their friendship. Ron was a great man. Sorry for
your loss. Ron and Brenda Riley Grand Island.

brenda riley - May 31, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“

Prayer for the Helmer Family. I just wanted to say that I worked for Ron, when I got
out of high School when he was in partnership in Economy Builders. Ron had to be
one of the nicest people that I ever knew. Later Ron and his wife ran the furniture
store there in Neligh and we did business with them and again you could never find a
nicer gentleman. I was alway pleased to run into Ron, he never failed to stop and
take the time to chat. Ron helped me out a couple of times when he didn't have to,

but that was just the kind of person he was. RIP Ron.
Roger Wolfe
Roger Wolfe - May 31, 2018 at 10:58 AM

“

We always enjoyed visiting with Ron. He was a very nice man. Our sympathies to all
the family.

Nancy Evans - May 31, 2018 at 10:43 AM

“

Mary Lynne Wulf-Burgess lit a candle in memory of Ronald Lee Helmer

Mary Lynne Wulf-Burgess - May 31, 2018 at 10:39 AM

