Steven Jessen

Funeral Services for Steven L. Jessen age 68, of Neligh, Ne were 10:30 am Saturday,
January 2, 2016 at Grace Lutheran Church in Neligh, with Pastor Kuhfal, Officiating. Music
was provided by Jill Bates, Painist and Janelle Suhr, Soloist. Burial was in St. John's
Lutheran Cemetery in Battle Creek. Pallbearers were Brian Christiansen, Henry Aschoff,
Gary Davis, Ron Brandl, Kent Tegeler, Doug Ketelsen, Randall Carlson, and George
Loofe. Honorary Pallbearers were Jim Jessen, Dave Jessen, and Tom Tegeler. Visitation
was 4:00 to 7:00 Friday, January 1, 2016 at Beyer Snider Memorial Funeral Home in
Neligh with a 7:00 pm Celebration of Life Service. Steve passed away December 30, 2015
in Omaha, NE. Beyer Snider Memorial Funeral Home is handling arrangements. Steven L.
Jessen was born on October 28, 1947, in Council Bluffs, IA, to Neil and Fern (Gardner)
Jessen. He attended school at Tri Center in Neola, IA. He graduated from Wayne State
College with a Bachelor's Degree in Education in 1970. He entered into the United States
Army on September 28, 1970, in Pottawattamie, IA. On April 27, 1971, he was united in
marriage to Carol Tegeler in Anchorage, AK, while serving his military duty. He was
honorably discharged from the United States Army in St. Louis, MO, on April 5, 1972.
After his time in the service, he obtained his Master's of Science Degree in school
counseling in 1979. He started his career by teaching Kindergarten – 8th grade in a rural
school in Madison County for one year. Steve, Carol, and family moved to Osmond where
he taught, coached, and served as the K-12 school counselor for 20 years before moving
to Neligh in August 1992. There, he was the Neligh-Oakdale School Counselor for 19
years. Along with being an educator, he coached volleyball for 26 years and wrestling for
31 years. He received the Nebraska Scholastic Wresting Coaches Association's
McIntyre/Wattnem Memorial Coaching award after being nominated by one of his former
Osmond wrestlers. This award honors coaches who touch the lives of students in a unique
and dynamic way.
Steve enjoyed hunting, fishing, boating, golfing, baseball, and fast pitch softball. He took
pride in everything he did and paid meticulous attention to detail, which was reflected by
the standard of every job he completed. His core values included family, faith, and service
to others.
He was a member of the Neligh American Legion Post #172/ VFW and the Lions Club.

Steve was a Board Member for the TeamMates Mentoring Program, Antelope Country
Club, and the City of Neligh's Board of Adjustments. He was a member of Grace Lutheran
Church in Neligh, where he served as an elder.
He is survived by his wife, Carol; children, Stacy (Neil) Kerr of Hastings, NE, Jamie
(Wayne) Kreikemeier of Lincoln, NE, Jessica (Matt) Karo of Stuart, NE, and Jon (Hannah)
Jessen of O'Neill, NE; 12 grandchildren, Sydney, Tyson, and Nathan Kerr, Abigail,
Quinten, Daisey, and Collin Kreikemeier, Addison, Max, and Samantha Karo, Nolan and
Isabelle Jessen; brothers, Jim (Ida) Jessen of Omaha, NE, and Dave (Connie) Jessen of
Ottawa, KS; many nieces and nephews; colleagues; students; and athletes.

Tribute Wall

MJ

"Carol, Stacy, Jamie, Jessica, and Jon,
My folks had passed the news along to Amanda and I about the passing of Steve.
We just wanted to let you all know that we are thinking of you during this difficult
time. We haven't seen you all for a number of years, but it seems like yesterday
that we were all still part of the Osmond family. Carol, your husband was a great
man and father to your children. I personally remember him being an outstanding
teacher at school but also being a good friend to my dad, Randy. He was always
thinking for the students from what I remember, and I was still pretty young at the
time. Just know that he will be missed by everyone and that we are all thinking of
you. Take care and we hope that you are all well."
Matt Jochum - January 09, 2016 at 12:00 AM

BL

"Carol and family, please accept my condolences on the passing of Steve. I know
he was very respected by his colleagues and students. Carol, my prayers are
offered for you and your family."
Barbara Lovercheck - January 04, 2016 at 12:00 AM

DW

"Carol and family, we are saddened to learn of Steve's death. We appreciate the
guidance he gave to our children at Osmond High School. The world has lost a
very caring and kind man. Our sympathies to you all."
Duane and Mary Jane Weber - January 03, 2016 at 12:00 AM

SE

"My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Steve was a great teacher and GC for
me."
Steve Elms - January 02, 2016 at 12:00 AM

SI

"I know that I'm a better person because of Steven, what a great man. Our
thoughts and prayers with the family, Stephen and Jamie Isom"
Stephen Isom - January 02, 2016 at 12:00 AM

MS

"So sorry to hear of Steves passing, we were neighbors for a short time in Neligh.
Gene and Mary Rose Schaaf"
Mary Rose Schaaf - January 02, 2016 at 12:00 AM

SH

"Jessen family, I was so sorry to hear of Steve's passing. You don't know me, but
I am his cousin & am remembering all our Christmas Eve's out at the farm. There
were so many of us, & what fun we had. Such good memories! My thoughts &
prayers are with you all."
Sharon - January 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

RC

"I am so sorry to hear that Steve has died. He was a great help to me as I was
also a school counselor...I could ask for his help anytime and he was there! He
really cared about helping students and he was a great role model for me. He will
be truly missed. I am so sorry for your loss...to Carol and family. Sincerely,
Rhonda Collins"
Rhonda Collins - January 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

LI

"Dear Carol and family, I wanted to let you know how sad I am for your family. I
didn't have the privilege of knowing Steve very well, but my heart aches for you
all. As I read the messages others have written, it is obvious that he was a
wonderful man as he walked through life wearing a variety of "hats"! The Good
Lord knows these things and he has welcomed him into the Kingdom of Heaven
and now I have no doubt that he will wear another "hat". You will notice his
presence everywhere you go and so will others! There are many in this world who
will never know someone as good-hearted as Steve. We Thank God for his gift of
Steve to our World and thank you, his family, for sharing him with so many! My
prayers are with you! Linda and Jack Wolf"
Linda - December 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

TT

"Jessen Family, You don't know me but I am one of Steve's cousins. I used to
spend many summers out at the farm and played with Dan and Steve a lot. If I
remember correctly, there actually was one summer where Steve coached Dan
and I in midget baseball when we couldn't find a coach, and if I am not mistaken
we did pretty well that year. I also remember my Mother telling me stories about
Steve as well. She used to say Steve would come over while she was cooking
and asked adviced in that field. Now I am not sure how much cooking Steve did,
but if it was learned from her, it might not have the best...Please accept our
thoughts and prayers during this most difficult of times."
Tom and Sue Turner - December 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

AK

"Jessen family,
I am so sorry to hear of Steve's passing. I have many memories of him from my
childhood while we lived in Osmond. Please know that you are all in my thoughts
and prayers."
Angie Porter Kuzel - December 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

CH

"I am so sorry for your loss. I always had a lot of respect for Steve not only as a
coach and counselor but as a person. He was truly a blessing to be around. May
peace and comfort be with him and you, his family. Cole Hilker & family."
Cole Hilker - December 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

